
Morning Prayer - Passiontide 

Sunday, 29 March 2020 - The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 
All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Let your ways be known upon earth, 
All your saving power among the nations. 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief 
your only Son was lifted up 
that he might draw the whole world to himself. 
May we walk this day in the way of the cross 
and always be ready to share its weight, 
declaring your love for all the world. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All Blessed be God for ever. 

A Song of Lamentation 

1Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? ♦ 

Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 

2Which was brought upon me, ♦ 

which the Lord inflicted 
on the day of his fierce anger. 

3For these things I weep; 

my eyes flow with tears; ♦ 

for a comforter is far from me, 
one to revive my courage. 

4Remember my affliction and my bitterness, ♦ 

the wormwood and the gall! 



5But this I call to mind, ♦ 

and therefore I have hope: 

6The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, ♦ 

his mercies never come to an end; 

7They are new every morning; ♦ 

great is your faithfulness. 

8‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ♦ 

‘therefore I will hope in him.’ 

9The Lord is good to those who wait for him, ♦ 

to the soul that seeks him. 

10It is good that we should wait quietly ♦ 

for the salvation of the Lord. 

11For the Lord will not reject for ever; ♦ 

though he causes grief, he will have compassion, 

12According to the abundance of his steadfast love; ♦ 

for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 

Lamentations 1.12, 16a,b; 3.19, 21-26, 31-33 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opening prayer 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 130 

1  Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 
      Lord, hear my voice; • 
   let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2  If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, • 
   O Lord, who could stand? 
3  But there is forgiveness with you, • 
   so that you shall be feared. 
4  I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; • 
   in his word is my hope. 
5  My soul waits for the Lord, 
      more than the night watch for the morning, • 
   more than the night watch for the morning. 
6  O Israel, wait for the Lord, • 
   for with the Lord there is mercy; 
7  With him is plenteous redemption • 
   and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 



 

Scripture reading 

Ezekiel 37.1–14 

37The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out 

by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to 
me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you 
know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews 
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 



Romans 8.6–11 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 

Canticle 

 

Refrain: 
 
All I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
the praises of the Most High. Alleluia. 
 

1Who is this that comes from Edom, ♦ 

coming from Bozrah, his garments stained crimson? 

2Who is this in glorious apparel, ♦ 

marching in the greatness of his strength? 

3‘It is I, who announce that right has won the day, ♦ 

it is I,’ says the Lord, ‘for I am mighty to save.’ 

4Why are your robes all red, O Lord, ♦ 

and your garments like theirs who tread the winepress? 

5‘I have trodden the winepress alone, ♦ 

and from the peoples no one was with me.’ 

6I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, ♦ 

the praises of the Most High; 



7All that God has done for us in his mercy, ♦ 

by his many acts of love. 

8For God said, ‘Surely, they are my people, 

my children who will not deal falsely,’ ♦ 

and he became their Saviour in all their distress. 

9So God redeemed them by his love and pity; ♦ 

he lifted them up and carried them 
through all the days of old.   Isaiah 63.1-3a, 7-9 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
the praises of the Most High. Alleluia. 

Scripture Reading  

John 11.1–45 

11Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 

Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea 
again.’ 8The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus 
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the 



light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was 
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 



38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away 
the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead for four 
days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 
go.’ 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

A Sermonette can be found at the bottom of this service 
sheet 

Responsory  

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
All by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 
All We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
We preach Christ crucified, 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
All By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

cf 1 Corinthians 1 and Galatians 6 

 

 

 



The Benedictus  

All The word of the cross is folly 
to those who are perishing, 
but to those who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 

1Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all that hate us, 

4To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

7And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 

death, ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79 



All Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

All The word of the cross is folly 
to those who are perishing, 
but to those who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 

Prayers 
Intercessions are offered 
¶ for the current pandemic 
¶ for the world and its needs 
¶ for the Church and her life 
¶ The persecuted Church 
¶ The oppressed peoples of the world 
¶ All who are lonely 
¶ All who are near to death 
¶ All who are facing loss 

Silence may be kept. 

The Collect of the day  

Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 

 

 

 

 

These responses may be 
used 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 

(or) 

Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 



The Lord’s Prayer  

Standing at the foot of the cross, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross, 
set us free to serve him with joy. 
All Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

  



Sermonette on John 11:1-45       

An Arab chief tells the story of a spy captured and sentenced to 
death by a general in the Persian army. 

This general had the strange custom of giving condemned 
criminals a choice between the firing squad and going through 
’the big black door.’ 

The moment for execution drew near, and the guards brought the 
spy to the Persian general. 

’What will it be,’ asked the general, ’the firing squad or the ’big 
black door.’ 

The spy hesitated for a long time. 

Finally, he chose the firing squad. 

A few minutes later, hearing the shots ring out confirming the 
spy’s execution, the general turned to his aide and said, 

’They always prefer the known to the unknown. People fear what 
they don’t know. Yet, we gave him a choice.’ 

’What lies beyond the big door?’ asked the aide. 

“Freedom and Life" replied the general. "I’ve known only a few 
brave enough to take it." 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the Life” (Jn 11:25) 

And this poses the question of whether we are willing to take that 
offer of life or not. 

As we are constantly being reminded, we are in an 
unprecedented time of our lives. We are having to make decisions 
that have not been asked since the 1940’s. Things we do today 
can make or break others lives. 

Drawing on the words of the Archbishop of Canterbury, this time 
is a strange one for those of us, here in England, and in many 
parts of the world, when we are torn between our need to keep 



life going, to celebrate relationship and kindness, and the fear 
and imposed isolation that we face. A time when many of us are 
not able to be with those in our lives whom we love, or care for 
loved ones considered to be vulnerable or at risk. Maybe this 
means this is a good time for us to call our selves, our churches 
and our nation to prayer and action. At difficult times, we have a 
choice: to focus on fear, on ourselves, on what we cannot do. Or 
we can turn to God and let God lead us into praying for the world, 
and letting prayer flow into creative action. This is what we want 
to do today. To remind ourselves that life carries on, there is 
much to celebrate in our communities. To listen to the voice of 
God’s caring love for us, and His encouragement to turn 
ourselves towards others and how we can care for those around 
us, in person or virtually. 
 
  
Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die.’  

 

 


