
Memorials in the Churchyard
                    Guidance for Families Following a Funeral

We understand that choosing a memorial for a loved one is a very important step. This leaflet is intended 
to explain the process and help avoid disappointment or distress later on.

When Can a Memorial Be Placed?
•Ashes memorials (a small stone tablet or plaque)
→ Can be installed immediately after the interment of ashes.
•Gravestones
→ Should not be installed until 12–18 months after the burial.
→ This allows the ground to settle and avoids problems with leaning or sinking stones.

Choosing a Stonemason
It is very important to choose a reputable stonemason, ideally one who regularly works in this churchyard.

 Local stonemasons know what is permitted and will guide you through the process.
✘ Online companies or out-of-area masons may promise to provide “whatever you want,” but if the 
design does not meet the regulations, it cannot be approved or installed. This can lead to disappointment 
and unnecessary cost.

Churchyard Regulations
Churchyards are governed by regulations issued by the Diocesan Chancellor (a Crown-appointed judge).
•These regulations apply to all churchyards across the diocese.
•The Incumbent/Vicar cannot approve anything outside these regulations*.
•The application is made, by the stonemason, on the official memorial application form.
•A fee is charged to cover the administration of the process.

Why These Rules Exist
•To ensure fairness so all families are treated equally.
•To preserve the character and heritage of the churchyard.
•To avoid future problems with unsafe or unsuitable memorials.

In Summary
•Ashes memorial: immediate. 
•Gravestone: 12–18 months.
•Stonemason: choose a reputable local mason.
•Applications: from the stonemason along with the fee.
•Regulations: set by the Chancellor — the Vicar cannot overrule them.

Questions?
If you are unsure about any part of the process, please contact the Parish Office or speak to the Vicar. We 
are here to guide you and ensure everything is handled with care and clarity.

*= Faculty Petition
If the minister has not been able to grant permission for the memorial to be introduced then the applicant 
may amend their application to one that is more likely to be acceptable and resubmit it, or they can 
petition the Chancellor for a faculty to permit them to introduce the memorial.

The process for making such a petition for a faculty can be obtained from the Diocesan Registry  
registry@battbroadbent.co.uk . Please note: this is a legal process and costs a few hundred pounds.
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